The IPRC must consider placing your child 
in a regular class before it considers the 
option of a special education class. If the 
IPRC determines that your child’s needs can 
be met in a regular classroom, with appropri- 
ate special education services, and if that is 
what you want, then your child must be 
placed in a regular classroom and receive the 


appropriate special education services. 


Your child does not have to wait for an 


teacher the task of coordinating the develop- 
ment, implementation, and monitoring of a 
student’s IEP. 


As a parent, you have the right to be con- 
sulted about and provide input into the 


development of your child’s IEP. 


The IEP is the key to an effective program 
for your child. It sets out your child’s learn- 
ing expectations for the current school year. 
In addition, it identifies the special education 
program and services that will be provided. 
With the plan, you will know what support 
and help you can expect for your child. 


should discuss any such issues with your 
child’s teacher. Ask the school principal to 


participate in the discussion, if necessary. 


If the issue cannot be resolved at the school 
level, contact the school board. A special 
education coordinator or superintendent of 


special education may be able to help.* 


¢ Ask your school for a copy of the school 
board’s Parents’ Guide to Special Education. 
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This brochure answers questions that you, 

as parents,! often ask about special education. 
It also tells you how you can find out more. 
This information can help you to be a more 
effective partner in your child’s education. 
Understanding the basics of special education 
makes it easier for you to be involved and to 
speak on your child’s behalf. Your participa- 


program. (School boards may provide special 
education programs and services to students 
who have not been formally identified as 
exceptional.) 


The IPRC also decides what type of educa- 
tional placement is appropriate for each 
exceptional student. For example, while 


many students stay in regular classrooms and 


of support that can be provided through a 
special education program. Your school prin- 
cipal can explain the kinds of programs that 
are available in your school board and the 
process for referring your child to an IPRC. 
The principal should also give you a copy of 
your school board’s Parents’ Guide to Special 


Education, which provides more detailed 


These assessments must be carried out by 
qualified practitioners. A speech and lan- 
guage assessment, for example, must be 
carried out by a qualified speech-language 
pathologist. A health assessment might be 
carried out by your family doctor or by a 
specialist. Consent is required for health 
and psychological assessments and for some 
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Your child may need the more intensive level 


2. Students aged 16 and older also have the right to participate in 
IPRC meetings. 


1. In this brochure, parent or parents refers to both parent(s) and 
legal guardian(s). 


